




“Margaret Thatcher” Vocabulary I 
Match the words on the left with their adequate definitions on the right according to their meaning 
expressed in the sentences given below. The first has been done for you in italics. 

 

1.a grocer (`grəʊsə ) ‐ to give a short description of a person’s life or character, 

esp. as given on TV or in a newspaper.  She comes from the family of grocers. 

2.an alderman (`ɔːldəmən) ‐ to give a cheque or credit card in exchange for goods 

that one has brought. Shakespeare must have had home tutors and, as one would 
expect of the son of a Stratford alderman, from the age of six or seven went to 
the King’s New Grammar School. 

3.to be elected to Parliament as a conservative – a person, who fights for, 
supports strongly or defends a free market economy principle. They elected her 
to represent them on the committee. 



4.to lose elections – to receive an amount of money paid by government or 
company, to someone who can no longer earn money by working.  They lost to 
Brazil by two goals. 

5.to exert considerable influence – to begin to do or deal with start. She couldn’t 
open the door even by exerting all her strength. 

6.a champion of free market – to fail to win, to be unsuccessful in voting. Maria 
Arbatova is a prominent champion of women’s rights. 

7.tough policies – a dealer in foodstuffs and other household supplies. The 
government must introduce new tough policies to reduce unemployment. 

8.to give glimpses – a person who travels from place to place and holds religious 
meetings in the open air to persuade people to become Christians.  I only caught 
a glimpse of the thief, so I can’t really describe him. 

9.to set about smth – a strong and severe course of action for dealing with a 
particular matter or situation.  He set about this job in completely the wrong way. 

10.an evangelist  (i`vændʒilist) –(in England and Wales until 1974) one of the 

senior members of a local council, elected by other councilors.   Moses was an 
evangelist who spread the gospel of Jesus Christ through evangelism. 

11.the other day – to use power to gain a desirable result. I met Peter the other 
night. 

12.to miss the point – to have a quick look at or incomplete view of smth.  His 
remarks always missed the point at English. 

13.to write a profile  ‐ recently, not long ago. There is an exclusive profile of the 
new American president in the “Economist” leader.  

14.to pay by account – to fail to reach one intended result. “Are you paying 
cash?” “ No, I’ll pay by account.” 

15.to draw a pension – to choose a representative of the Conservative Party for 
an official position by voting.  She went to the post office to draw her pension. 

Margaret Thatcher Vocabulary II 
 



1.to read for the Bar – the belief that all people are equal and should have equal 
rights. She is reading for a degree in physics. 
2.trade unions – to make a small sum of money last long. Trade unions staged a 
demonstration against cuts in welfare spending. 
3.egalitarianism – an unbearable act of entering into or taking part in a matter  
which doesn’t concern one, and in which one is not wanted.  Margaret Thatcher is 
a champion of egalitarianism. 
4.to widen the franchise – used of the process of giving or getting food.  The 15th 
and 19th amendments widened the franchise for women and black Americans. 
5.independent school – which cannot be avoided or prevented from happening.  
The Harrow school is the most prestigious independent school for boys in England, 
once finished by George Byron, Winston Churchill and other celebrities. 
6.intolerable interference with/in – to feel anger and dislike about  a proposal that 
hurts, offends or annoys one.  Count Yusupov could not bear Rasputin’s 
intolerable interference with Russia’s internal affairs. 
7.to make one’s point – the smaller number, or part less than half. She always 
makes a point of being punctual. 
8.to murmur – an organization of workers in a particular trade or profession, 
formed to represent their interests and deal as a group with employers.   
Some people are murmuring against the government. 
9.to amount to – free from government control, private.   
Her reply amounts to a refusal.  
10.to have a better raft to float up from – to have advanced or accomplished much 
in one’s career at a particular time. Now you are a prosperous businessman: you 
must have had a better raft to sail up from. 
11.to resent a suggestion – to give more people the right to vote in a public 
election, esp. one held to choose a parliament. I strongly resent her attempts to 
interfere in my work. 
12.nutritional- to cause or arrange for somebody to have or use something needed 
or useful, to supply.  Vegetables are good nutritional products. 
13.inevitable – to study in order to get a university degree in law, to become a 
lawyer. A confrontation was inevitable because they disliked each other. 
14.minority – to take particular care about. Boys are very much in the minority in 
the dancing class. 
15.to provide for – to complain not officially, but in private. 
 The course is free but you have to provide your own books. 
16.to be a long way in one’s circumstances – to have considerable help or support 
at the beginning of one’s career.  The senior manager has been a long way in his 
circumstances. 
17.to stretch money – to be equal to in quality or in meaning. Most students have 
to stretch their money while studying away from home.  At first Tommy earned 
little and had to stretch his money. 
 


